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“Cultivating Research Excellence and Transformative Partnerships”

Greetings & Welcome

Our Chief Guest Professor Mwenda Ntarangwi, invited guests, fellow Vice Chancellors, our Chancellor, Dr. Manu
Chandaria, members of the USIU-Africa Board of Trustees, the University Council, the University Senate,
Management Board, faculty, staff, alumni, graduates, family, guardians, sponsors and friends, | would like to
welcome you to the 39" Commencement Ceremony of USIU-Africa honoring the graduating class of the year
2017.

| would like to heartily congratulate all the graduands for their achievement. | also wish to thank parents and
guardians for the sacrifices you made for your loved ones graduating today. Permit me to also heartily appreciate
the faculty for doing an excellent job in nurturing the graduands to successfully complete their studies and be
these fine-looking professionals.

Commencement & Celebrations

At USIU-Africa a Commencement like the one we have today gives us an opportunity to celebrate achievements
of our students and to congratulate them. It marks the accomplishment of a goal attained through days and
nights of academic rigor, skills acquisition and social preparation to serve society. Commencement also marks
the beginning of a new phase in the personal and professional lives of the graduands as they join the competitive
world of work.

Ladies and gentlemen, today we will confer degrees to a total 1385 graduands. A large proportion of 64.3% (891)
will be awarded bachelor’'s degrees; 34% (471) master’s degrees and 1.6% (23) doctoral degrees. Of course
when you interrogate these percentages it becomes clear that USIU-Africa has really grown.

From our humble beginnings in 1969, USIU-Africa has become one of the finest universities in Africa. Our
market-driven academic programs, research orientation, exceptional faculty, state-of-the-art facilities and a rich
global heritage distinguish us as the go-to University. As our alumni, and now these graduands will attest, USIU-
Africa plays a critical part in transforming society.

Ladies and Gentlemen, | would like to congratulate all students graduating today. You have done us proud! As
you graduate today, let me remind you that you carry the flag of a unique university. Fly it even higher through
your contribution to society, especially by being innovative, committed, ethical, and hardworking in your future
work and leadership. We wish you the very best in all your endeavors.

As an alumnus of this great University we invite you to work with us in keeping USIU-Africa on the cutting edge
in order to sharpen and prepare future generation of students who will, like you, contribute effectively and
ethically as citizens of a changing and increasingly technological world. As you take continuing interest in your
alma mater you will realize that you have very many opportunities to be our ambassador, provide feedback and
counsel for continuous improvement, and even support financially.
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| would also like to thank parents, guardians, governments and sponsors who have sacrificed to ensure these
fine men and women complete their studies.

Focus on excellence in research

This past year, the university has continued to enhance its programs, operations, facilities and service delivery
in pursuit of our current Strategic Plan. Please allow me only to discuss two areas of our endeavors: how we
have tried to expand our research enterprise and external partnerships.

| vividly recall at the last commencement our Chief Guest Dr. Mukhisa Kituyi, the Secretary General of the United
Nations Conference Trade and Development, challenging us to among other things, put greater effort to further
improve our global ranking. | am pleased to report that through our collective efforts, USIU-Africa’s ranking in
Kenya jumped nine places to emerge 3 in the latest rankings of the Webometrics Institutional Repository
rankings. In Africa we placed 26™.

Our faculty have been involved in high profile research, negotiating beneficial memoranda with various
institutions and development partners, locally and abroad. They have received grants worth hundreds of millions
of shillings for various research projects. They have also raised USIU-Africa’s research profile through
publications in high impact peer-reviewed journals.

1 Amplify Change — a collaborative initiative of several European governments and foundations — funded
Ms. Robi Koki, Dr. Dorothy Njoroge, Ms. Nadezda Okello and Mr. Philip Machoka at 100,000 Euros for
their project: “Building the Capacity of Community Based Organizations to Advocate on Gender-based
Violence Issues”.

1 Assistant Professor of Organic Chemistry Dr. Edith Amuhaya, was funded to the tune of CA$ 1 million
through the new South Africa—Canada Research Chairs Trilateral Partnership Initiative sponsored by
Canada’s IDRC and South Africa’s National Research Foundation for a project on the use of
nanotechnology in soil and water decontamination and purification.

1 Earlier this week Dr. Maria Canudo in the Journalism Program received a grant worth US$ 214,692 from
USAID for a project on Social Media lab Africa to set up a research lab that combines the expertise and
market research on the private sector with the theoretical framework and analysis from the academia.

1 And three days ago, the Carnegie African Diaspora Fellowship Program whose Secretariat is at USIU
and who’s Governing Council | chair, received a grant renewal of $3.2 million from the Carnegie
Corporation of New York. The program sponsors African-born academics in Canada and the USA to work
with more than 100 universities in six African countries (Ghana, Nigeria, Uganda, Tanzania, South Africa
and Kenya) in the areas of curriculum development, collaborative research, and graduate student training
and supervision. This past semester USIU-Africa received four fellowships and the last fellow left last
week after three months during which he helped develop a new master's degree program in cyber
security. The other fellows were affiliated with International Relations, Journalism, and Pharmacy.

The growth of external research grants by our faculty is facilitated by the expansion of internal support. Last
academic year, 25 faculty were awarded a total of KES 10 million of internal grants. In the current budget 2017-
18 we have increased the research budget by 20%. Graduate research output has also increased significantly
due to policy support provided by the schools. Such progress is only possible because of our focus on growing
research output. In appreciating and showcasing our research output, we hosted the first Scholars’ Bazaar on
14 June 2017. We are also keen to promote undergraduate research, which is a high impact pedagogical
practice, by organizing an undergraduate Research Fair. | urge the entire university community to take advantage
of increased funding to undertake and publish further research that provides solutions for the social-cultural,
political, economic or environmental challenges facing our society.



Transformative Partnerships and Community engagement

As you may have noticed in the statistics | gave earlier, there is growth potential in transforming society through
graduate studies. Consequently, we have recently established the School of Graduate Studies, Research and
Extensions to play an increasingly more relevant role in providing sustainable development solutions for Kenya
and the global community.

Our commitment to continuous improvement and contributing to finding solutions to pressing challenges and
issues facing society is evident in our growing engagements with various stakeholders including other
universities, government, industry, and civil society organizations.

1 On March 30-31, 2017 USIU-Africa co-organized the inaugural conference on the Role of the Diaspora
in the Revitalization of African Higher Education, held at Harvard University. The Conference brought
together more than 80 university leaders, ministers of education, corporate executives, and leaders of
major philanthropic foundations. As part of our growing relationship with Harvard University earlier in the
year USIU-Africa sent a delegation of more than 20 students to Harvard, and later this semester we will
be launching the USIU-Harvard Lecture that will be beamed to the world.

1 On July 15, USIU-Africa hosted a Pre-Election Anxiety and Trauma Conference attended by more than
150 professionals in psychology to equip them to manage anxiety and trauma ahead of Kenya’s General
Elections of August 8, 2017.

1 Youth Alliance for Leadership Development in Africa (YALDA) Club in conjunction with the World Youth
Alliance hosted a Youth Summit on Friday, July 14, 2017 with more than 400 participants from various
universities and corporate organizations, to discuss the challenges affecting contemporary youth in
Africa.

1 On June 7, USIU-Africa hosted the Inaugural Chancellor's Public Lecture with industry leaders, policy
makers, government, researchers, academia, civil society and students to discuss how to leverage on
digital disruption and design their preferred future. The keynote speaker was Mr. Bob Collymore, Chief
Executive Officer of Safaricom.

1 USIU-Africa signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Kenya School of Government and the National
Crime Research Center to promote sharing of expertise and knowledge in training, consultancy and
research, skills development and best practices in fighting crime.

1 We hosted the region’s first Criminology and Criminal Justice Conference from June 15-16, bringing
together academics and practitioners in criminal justice to discuss challenging issues pertaining to the
administration of justice and the response to emerging crimes in the region, such as money laundering,
organized crime, human trafficking and terrorism.

1 We continue to strengthen partnerships with the private sector. Continuity East Africa has set up the most
sophisticated business continuity facility in the region on our campus. The University signed two MOUs
with the Kenya Red Cross Society and the Boma International Hospitality College creating a partnership
in hospitality management, education, research and other development activities. Recently, we began a
collaboration with Intel, which loaned us a micro high performance computer worth KES 5.5 million that
has been installed in the Students’ Innovation and Incubation Center. Together with Intel, we are planning
a global conference in December to be held here at USIU on enhancing high performance computing in
Africa for research and innovation.

Conclusion

In closing | wish to appreciate our faculty and staff for serving this University diligently. | thank each and every
one of you for your consistent and focused hard work in discharging your responsibilities with great dedication
and passion. | salute you all. To our gallant graduands, today belongs to you. You are joining more than 15,000
alumni who have successfully proven the quality of the USIU-Africa brand. | urge you to be our goodwill
ambassadors in the market as you pursue your careers. May you excel in your chosen careers!

Thank you.



